
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Sunday 30th November 2025 

“Advent” means “coming.” During Advent, we focus on the 

two comings of Christ to earth: as our Saviour two thousand 

years ago, and as our Judge one day in the future. 

The Advent wreath, a circular garland of evergreen 

branches represents eternity.  Advent candles 

demonstrate the contrast between darkness and 

light.  Four candles represent the four weeks of 

Advent, three are purple, and one is rose. The 

purple candles symbolize the prayer, penance and 

good works undertaken at this time. The rose candle is lit on 

the third Sunday, Gaudete Sunday, the Sunday of rejoicing, 

because we have arrived at the midpoint of Advent, when our 

preparation is now half over and we draw closer to Christmas. 

The progressive lighting of the candles symbolizes the 

expectation and hope surrounding Our Lord’s first coming into 

the world and the anticipation of His second coming to judge 

the living and the dead. 
 

Christmas Bingo & 25 Prize Raffle: Sunday 14th 

December 3pm, Darnley Lodge Hotel. Raffle tickets €5 on 

sale after all Masses next weekend, 6& 7th Dec. 
 

Christmas Triduum of Masses: will be offered on 25, 26 

& 27th December. Cards are available in the sacristy after 

Mass or from the Parochial House. 
 

The Twinning Christmas Craft Fair will take place in 

Darnley Lodge Hotel on Wed 3rd Dec, 7-9pm, free entry.  
 

Tax Reclaim Forms: the parish is distributing Tax Reclaim 

Forms to parishioners who contributed €250 or more 

to parish funds during 2024, via standing order, 

weekly envelope or annual contribution.  If you receive 

a form and are eligible, we would be grateful if you could sign 

and return it to the Parochial House at your convenience.  Please 

note, there is no cost involved. Thanks for supporting the parish.  
 

Mrs Claus is visiting Athboy, Sunday 7th Dec, departing from 

Birds Centra at 4:15pm arriving at the CCC for 4:30pm.   
 

Scoil UíGramhnaigh, Rathcairn: Beidh an Díolachán Earraí ar an 

7ú Mí na Nollag tar éis Aifreann. 11-2pm 
 

Athboy Development Forum (ADF) AGM on Monday 8th 

December in the Kitchen at St. James' Hall, 8pm - 9:30pm. ADF 

runs both the Athboy Convent Community Centre (CCC) and St. 

James Hall (SJH), everyone is welcome especially representatives 

from groups who use both facilities.  
 

For Attention of Parents of children attending Primary Schools or 

have yet to start: The Department of Education is currently conducting a 

Primary School Survey that will determine the future provision of Primary 

Schools and crucially could lead to lasting changes in your school.  In 

simple, direct terms, you are being asked if you want your school to stay a 

Catholic school or if you want that to change.   Have your say before 16 

December 2025.  See - www.gov.ie/en/department-of-

education/campaigns/primary-school-survey/ 

ATHBOY PARISH 
Parochial House  
Tel: 046 9432184 

Website: www.athboyparish.ie 
Email: athboyensis@gmail.com 

 

Parish Office hours: Thursday & 

Friday 9am-1pm & 2-4pm. 
 

MASSES TIMES this week: 
Sunday: 9am Rathmore        
               10.15am Rathcairn 
               11.30am Athboy  
Monday 8am,  
Wed, Thurs & Friday 9.30am  
Saturday 10am, Vigil 6.15pm 
 

Confessions: Saturday 5.45pm 
 

MASS INTENTIONS this week:  
Saturday Vigil 6.15pm:  
George & Molly McElhinney, sons 

Mossie,& Pat, daughter Mary Sweeney           

     Johnny Carey 

     Bartley & Maureen Folan 

     Eugene & Lily Sheridan 

Sunday  

9am: Christopher & Elizabeth Gill,  

            Julia & Lily Ennis 

10.15am: Muintir Flood, Chulainn &  

                     MacDonnchadha 
11.30am Mary McKenna MM & Jim  

          Sarah Howell, nee Lodge 

      Baby Christopher McDonagh 

                Dolores O’Shea 

                Denis McCann 

Fri 9.30 List of the Dead  
 

Next Saturday Vigil 6.15pm:  

    Kathleen Doyle MM 
    Frank, Pat & Michael O’Sullivan 

    Jean Dalton 

Baby Colm McNamara, grandparents 

Florence & Tony Leahy, Paul Leahy 

Next Sunday  

9am: Kathleen Wallace, Nancy Garry 

                 Tom Farrell 

11.30am Jimmy & Maureen Magee 

Patrick, Margaret & Kevin 

McGuinness, Special Intention 
 

Baptisms: contact Parish Office 
 

Offertory Collection 
Sunday 23rd November 

Athboy €975          Thank 

Rathmore €180       You! 

Rathcairn €230 

RIP 
Barbara Jordan 

Tullaghanogue 

Dympna Byrne Coleman 

Glanmire/Clondalkin 
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